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GOD'S GRACE IN OUR WEAKNESS

2 Corinthians 12

Awareness
Before listening, reflect:
e Have you ever been disappointed with God’s answers (or seeming lack of answers) to your prayers?
What impact did this experience have on your faith?
¢ Has anyone ever asked you to prove what you believe or asked you to teach them about Jesus? What

was that experience like?

As Paul closes his second letter to the Corinthians, he tries a new tactic out of desperation: he begins boasting
about his qualifications. Studying Paul's attempts to prove that the super apostles were false teachers can help
us discover important attitudes and perspectives for evangelism. We also discover more about how God
answers prayers and receive one of the most comforting, yet counter-cultural promises from God, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

Reflection
After listening, consider:
¢ If you are convicted about the truth of the gospel, does that make it easier to endure difficulties? Does
having conviction mean you will never experience any doubts?
¢ When it comes to sharing your faith, how are boasting and testimony different?

¢ How did Paul respond to being disappointed by God’s answers to his prayers? What have you learned
about the life of faith from Paul’'s response?

¢ Have you ever discovered God’s strength when you least expected it? Describe the experience. How
can sharing this experience benefit the faith of others and give glory to God?

¢ As the episode closes, hosts Scott Hoezee and Dave Bast caution against sharing too quickly the
beautiful promise, that God’s grace is sufficient, in response to someone’s pain. Why? Have you seen
this happen and what were the results? What might we look for in a situation that would help us know
when and how it's appropriate to share the comfort of God’s grace in our weakness?

Related Passages

e 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
e 2 Corinthians 11
e 2 Corinthians 13

Conclusion



Consider the relationships in your life, particularly the ones in which you have an opportunity to share or
demonstrate the love and grace of God. What weaknesses or thorns do you struggle with in your life and what
is your attitude toward them? Take time to pray both for the humility and faith to trust God’s grace is sufficient
and that it will be greater than your weakness.
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